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FORRESTFIELD–AIRPORT LINK — TUNNELLING MACHINE 

167. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Minister for Transport: 

I refer to the minister’s bungling of the rebadged Barnett government’s Forrestfield–Airport Link project and her 
complete lack of transparency and accountability on the issues associated with this project. Can the minister 
confirm that neither she, her chief of staff, nor anyone else in her office, raised the matter of the boring machine 
to the Premier, his chief of staff, the director of communications, or anybody else in the Premier’s office, before it 
was raised on 6PR’s Rumour File? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 

I thank the member for the question. Again, the question is without basis because the Leader of the Opposition is 
very confused on this project. He is saying that it is part of our Metronet project and that it has a fundamental — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: If the member puts that sort of premise in his question, I will address the premise as well. 

This issue is, of course, a significant issue for the state. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: As in the project is a significant project. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the third time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I know that members of the opposition do not like Metronet. They not only dislike the new 
projects, they now do not like their own projects. This is what is happening; they are walking away from the 
Forrestfield–Airport Link project. I do not know why they want to knock this project. 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Churchlands! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I do not know why they want to knock projects. I want to know why — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, please. You do not have to shout across the chamber. Just listen to the answer. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I want to know why members opposite did not release the project definition plan. Why did 
they not release the PDP? Why did they not tell the public about these risks before the election? 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman, it is not a question and answer. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Why did members opposite not tell them? When we asked for the project definition plan, why 
did members opposite not give it to us? In fact, the former Treasurer, the now Leader of the Opposition, had to do 
an indemnity on behalf of the state for this project. That is also what happened. Again, it was published in the 
financial statements, but never made clear by the then Treasurer as well. 

Why do members opposite want to knock this project? Why do they now believe that tunnelling is not the best 
way to proceed when they said that tunnelling was really easy—that it was all sand and could be done really easily? 
That is what members opposite told the public time and again. 
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